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Introduction to the Special Memorial Issue of the Uno Newsletter
(Honouring Thomas T. Sekine, 1933 — 2022)

Thomas Sekine—system-builder, translator of Kozo Uno, and mentor—devoted his career to
clarifying Kozo Uno’s reconstruction of Marx’s economics and to nurturing an international
community of scholars who pursue rigorous political economy. This English-language issue of
the Uno Newsletter gathers two major research papers and a three-part recollective essay that
together illuminate the breadth of Sekine’s influence, from theoretical disputes over the
commodity-form to Sekine’s role in Japan studies in Canada and the convivial give-and-take of
the Uno Study Group in Toronto.

In “The Dialectic of the Theory of the Commodity: commenting on Sekine’s Dialectic of Capital
and Lange’s Value without Fetish.” Kiyoshi Nagatani inaugurates a planned three-part
engagement with Sekine’s Dialectic of Capital. This first instalment revisits the treatment of the
commodity in Chapter 1 of Marx’s Capital—and in its reformulations by Uno, Sekine and Elena
Lange— and asks whether Sekine’s exposition is genuinely dialectical once his detailed
correspondences with Hegel’s Logic are set aside. Nagatani emphasizes the importance of the
substance of value, labour, being dealt with at the proper place. Future papers will examine
Sekine’s handling of value formation and of the transformation of values into prices of
production.

In “Thomas T. Sekine as a Japan Specialist in Canada,” Brian MacLean shifts the focus from
pure theory to intellectual biography in “Thomas T. Sekine as a Japan Specialist in Canada.”
Drawing on his years as Sekine’s student, teaching assistant, JSAC collaborator and Study Group
member, MacLean documents Sekine’s course on the Japanese economy at York University, his
bridge-building in the Japan Studies Association of Canada, and his eclectic applied analysis of
the 1990s Japanese recession. The portrait that emerges is of a scholar whose intellectual
flexibility matched his theoretical rigour.

The three-part essay “Remembering Tom Sekine and the Uno Study Group in Toronto,” begins
with recollections from Robert R. Albritton (written by Jennifer Welsh and John Simoulidis).
This short history of the Uno Study Group evokes two decades of monthly meetings marked by
intense textual debate, polite dissent, visiting Japanese scholars, and enduring friendships.

Colin Duncan stresses the Uno Study Group’s “friendly seriousness,” the pleasure its members
took in abstruse argument, and the resonance he sees between the Uno-Sekine project and Karl
Polanyi’s critique of market society.

Finally, Stefanos Kourkoulakos offers a personal tribute that portrays Sekine as an exemplar of
Aristotelian moderation whose quiet authority shaped both scholarly method and human
character.

These pieces show Sekine as theorist, teacher, collaborator, and friend. His combination of
logical precision and openness to dialogue continues to set a valuable example.
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